
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

NEWSLETTER FEBUARY 2020 

Welcome to the February edition of the 

CMA Gloucester newsletter  

Words from the Chair! 

Is this our ‘word’ for the year?!

Matthew ch 6 v 28—34 

 

 

 

Alan & Liz 

Chair & Vice-Chair, Gloucester Branch 

 

This verse comes in the passage from the 

Sermon on the Mount in which Jesus deals with 

worry and trust. Examples of worry concern 

issues like food and clothing but really speak 

about how much we trust God to provide and 

sustain us.  We may not be worrying about if we 

have food for our next meal, for example, but it 

doesn’t stop us worrying about many issues, 

especially in our consumer-driven society. 

Worry and trust are interlinked. God is definitely 

concerned for our needs, but He is acutely 

interested in how much we trust Him. Jesus 

aims to get our priorities straight in this verse.  

The challenge to us is to seek ’His Kingdom’ 

FIRST in our lives. What does that mean? As 

children of God, bought with the precious blood 

of Jesus, we have committed ourselves to Him. 

The relationship we have is a Covenant which 

means that both parties promise something. 

God always allows us the will to choose: how 

much we seek God in our lives; how much we 

seek His will and leading.  Without that priority 

we’re prone to worry, anxiety and lack of 

fruitfulness.  With it (and it’s an everyday 

decision) we receive what we need and more: 

the infinite blessing of walking closely with our 

God.  It’s a lifetime lesson & we’re all learning! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So the CMA came to Worcester Cathedral!  This was the second time we had come in numbers; 

the first was some years ago when we had our epic ’Three Cathedral Run’.  This was a 

sponsored ride to raise money for the Biker Bible fund, when we visited Gloucester, Worcester 

and Hereford Cathedrals (the three cathedrals in our ‘patch’) in one day. The reception then was 

very warm and likewise on this visit: we were made to feel very welcome, with a special mention 

in the notices! 

Having arranged beforehand with the Chapter Office, we were able to park our bikes right next to 

the main cathedral door; no missing us there—obviously there were bikers in the house!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Church visit to Worcester Cathedral, 

Sunday 26th January 



 

 

Many of us were especially moved by the response we said during the 

communion service; 

We felt that these precious words should be our ‘heart yearning’ as we 

walk with our God.  It should form the basis of much prayer and study. 

Maybe we could do that? 

After the service we spoke to many members of the congregation over 

coffee.  We were so well received and found that people were genuinely 

interested in who we are and what our ministry is.  Several people also 

commented that they would like us to visit the cathedral again and this 

time, perhaps, speak briefly about CMA.  We shall be contacting the 

helpful Chapter Office to negotiate this option! 

As a footnote to this report, we would like to share with you a 

conversation Liz had with one of the congregation: 

‘It is lovely to see you but some of us were a bit surprised!’ 

‘Why’s that?!’ 

‘Well it was announced last week that bikers were visiting today.  Most of 

us assumed you were CYCLISTS not motorcyclists!!’ 

We ended our visit with a fabulous lunch in the cathedral café. 

Worcester Cathedral welcomes Christian bikers! 

As you know, we like to have a church visit each 

month, wherever possible. We don’t always have an 

input into the service: sometimes it’s really lovely to 

just go and receive.  So it was at Worcester.   

The Bible reading was Matthew ch 4 v 12-23; the 

calling of Simon Peter and his brother Andrew, both 

fishermen on the Sea of Galilee. The fantastic 

sermon, by Canon Stephen Edwards, spoke of ‘life on 

the edge’. Capernaum in Galilee was, by any 

standard, a ‘backwater’ within 1st Century Palestine. 

And yet it was here that Jesus chose the significant 

people who would be His disciples and go on to form 

the Christian Church and oversee it’s spread beyond 

the country’s borders, under God.  We are all called 

to be ‘fishers of men’ whatever our background, 

income, standing and so on. Doesn’t this give us 

hope? It also speaks to the ministry of CMA in 

reaching out to the biking community, which often 

feels marginalised. 

The glorious Chapter 

House at the cathedral 

where we chatted after the 

service to members of the 

congregation. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I 

shall be healed. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holocaust Memorial, or more correctly, the ‘Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe’ 

stands in a 19,000 square metre open site in the very heart of Berlin, close to the Brandenburg 

Gate and the Reichstag. It is staggering in its presence and scale. 2711 concrete slabs. The land 

undulates and as the slabs increase in height some of them seem to lean towards each other; 

with the long, narrow pathways in between adding greater emphasis to this effect.  It could be 

seen as intimidating until you remember what the slabs commemorate. The slabs are sombre 

and all the more poignant for having no inscriptions on; the anonymity is deliberate and conveys 

the devastating human cost.  The effect is especially true of the shorter slabs which appear like 

tombs.  On some of them people have laid flowers or small stones; the custom in Jewish 

cemeteries.  I found the experience to be very profound and moving.  The scale of the site 

demonstrates the enormity of the appalling murder of more than 6 million Jews in Europe in the 

20th Century and it’s almost forcibly brought home to you.    

Recently Liz and her daughter Beth spent a few days in Berlin.  

Having just commemorated Holocaust Memorial Day 

Liz would like to share her thoughts and photos of the  

Holocaust Memorial and the Jewish Museum 

At the Jewish Museum: the horrors of the 

Holocaust are graphically told in the very shape 

of the building itself, as well as in the artefacts 

and the stories displayed.  The above image is 

of hundreds of thousands of metal faces, 

scattered like leaves on the floor, in one space. 

The Garden of Exile has 49 tall columns arranged in 

a square, some at an angle. On the tops olive willows 

are planted. In Summer this symbol pf peace forms a 

complete canopy over the stones. Very poignant. 



There is currently an exhibition / installation in Gloucester Cathedral commemorating the plight 

and stories of refugees.  It is co-sponsored by GARAS (Gloucestershire Action for Refugees and 

Asylum Seekers. 

The installation is visibly really stunning: sited in the centre of the wonderful, large Lady Chapel.  

It is made of dozens of suspended strands of lights, approximately 5 metres high.  It is described 

as ‘an interactive and immersive art installation’.   

Called ‘Where There is Light’  it focusses on the reason why people leave all that they have 

known and seek refuge and a home elsewhere. There is a soundtrack of poignant and stirring 

music and also emotional spoken testimonies of some of those who have found themselves 

arriving in Gloucestershire as refugees.  The exhibition is on until Sunday 23rd February. 

The exhibition marks the 20th anniversary of GARAS.  But the story goes further back than that:  

it is also the 80th anniversary of the arrival of 10 Kindertransport’ boys who were brought to the 

city and looked after in a hostel by the Gloucester Association for Refugees, just before of the 

Second World War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a world where the issue of refugees is played out on our TV screens almost daily, it is well to 

reflect on the words of Jesus: 

 

 

The story goes on…. 

Gloucestershire has welcomed Jewish and other refugees  

throughout the 20th & 21st centuries and before 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 
needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
of mine, you did for me.” (NIV) 



 

 

 

 

Bike Nites : There are no more weekly Bike Nites until Spring 2020.  We’ll post details and 

notices once the new ’season’ starts again. Until then, if you want to find details of past events 

etc the here’s the website.  http://www.bikersnite.com/pub-list.php  

Bike Club meetings:  we are actively involved in several local / regional bike clubs: 
MAG (Motorcycle Action Group): 1st Tuesday of the month—4th Feb. meet at The Aviator, 
Gloucester Airport, GL51 6SR. 8 to 10pm.  PLEASE NOTE: Den, who is Gloucester MAG rep is 
still in hospital following her stroke. The meeting will go ahead but it is uncertain who may lead it. 
Gloucester Meteors (Triumph): 3rd Thursday - 20th Feb.: The Aviator. 7.30 to 9.30pm 
Honda Owners Breakfast meet: 3rd Sunday - 16th Feb.:  meet at Sainsbury’s café, Barnwood. 
GL4 3RT.  9.30am 
 
Are you involved with a bike club?  We would love to know about it so that we can include 
it on the events list (if it’s open to non-members), pray for and support you as you attend. 
Send details to the editors. 
 
 
CMA Gloucester Church Visit for February: 
 
Date: Sunday 23rd February 
Venue: TBC 
 
We have had some issues in booking a specific church for our visit in February but are actively 
pursuing some options.  However,  we have determined that the church visit will take place in 
Gloucester.  After the service the CMA branch are invited to lunch at Alan and Liz’s house. 
We will send an email out when firm arrangements for the church visit have been made. 
 
It would be very helpful if you intend to come to church and lunch with us so let Alan & Liz know 
beforehand.  Often parking is an issue at churches and it is beneficial to let the church know how 
many bikes (and cars) are expected.  For lunch please let A & L know if you have any specific 
food requirements. 
 
 
Liz’s Art Exhibition:  
 
Dates: Wednesday 26th February to Saturday 11th April (all of Lent) 
Venue: Victoria Methodist Church, 1A Whiteladies Road, Bristol, BS8 1NU 
Opening times: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri: 1—4pm  /  Weds:  2 - 4pm  /  Sat:  10—4pm 
Admission: free 
Exhibitor: The ‘Inside-Out’ group 
 
Liz is a member of ’Inside-Out’, a small group of Christian professional and semi-professional 
artists.  This is their latest exhibition, having previously exhibited in Gloucester Cathedral; and in 
galleries and churches in Gloucester, Cheltenham and Bath.   
She would love it if any CMA friend could visit the exhibition (she will not be there physically 
every day).  On Sunday 29th March she is one of the artists speaking in the morning service.  It 
may be the CMA  Glos church visit in March!  (with invitations to any other regional branches, 
especially Bristol branch!)  Please pray that lives will be touched through this exhibition. 

Here’s what’s happening in February! 

Dates for your diaries: 

http://www.bikersnite.com/pub-list.php


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are aware that AGMs are generally NOT seen as  

exciting, not-to-be-missed events! 
 

However, CMA AGMs are DIFFERENT!! 
 

This is an important meeting to attend if you are  
a CMA Gloucester Member or 
a CMA Gloucester Supporter. 

 
It’s your chance to have a part in our discussion and prayer for 

what God wants to do in Gloucester branch  
in the forthcoming year. 

 
Please be praying already. 

 
And thinking: 

What do you believe needs to be introduced or amended in 
Gloucester branch? 

If so, please suggest a proposal for our agenda  
(it won’t be discussed otherwise). 

 
You will receive an email from Branch Secretary Alexandra  

in the next few days telling you of the DEADLINE for us to receive  
your proposals so that the agenda can be issued ASAP. 

 
From all the Gloucester Branch officials: 

 
Thank you for your support and prayer during the year.  

It is much appreciated. 
 

ADVANCED NOTICE: 

CMA GLOUCESTER AGM:   

SATURDAY 7th MARCH 

THE ARK, WOTTON UNDER EDGE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

AN INVITATION FROM BRISTOL BRANCH 

TO A WONDERFUL WEEKEND OF FELLOWSHIP: 

JUNE 26th  to 28th 2020 

At DOLAU AFON site near the coast in mid-Wales 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Member of Bristol Branch, Anne Egan, is selling her 

beloved Harley.  She would love to sell it to a biker she knows 

or someone personally recommended. 

Contact Anne directly. 



 

 

 

 

What to pray: 

Words from Colin, our Prayer Co-ordinator 

29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 

ground outside your Father’s care.[a] 30 And even the very hairs of your head 

are all numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many 

sparrows. 

Matthew 10:29-31 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 
 

16 And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Comforter 

(Counsellor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, Strengthener, and Standby), that 

He may remain with you forever— 

John 14:16 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC) 
 
As I was seeking the Lord what to write he gave me the above verses. During January I have 
forwarded many prayer requests with concerns for healing, both mental and physical for those 
we know and also those we don’t know. As well as praying that souls may be saved. 
 
It is because of the Father’s love for us that we have love for others. And as we pray, the Holy 
Spirit empowers our words - to heal, restore and save. 
 
And, of course, we have many things to thank Him for. Our praise may be because he 
answered us when we made a small request. Or when he performed a miracle and restored a 
life. We may feel that we have nothing to praise Him for. But you can praise Him for who He is 
- Heavenly Loving Father, Saviour, Comforter, Creator of all things. There are many more 
attributes of God that we can thank Him for. 

Praise: 
 
 
Brian says: 
 Give thanks for a great trip to Scotland. I had a chance to give a testimony at Ruth's church 

in the evening. Hamish was inviting folk up to a settee at the front to share after their week-

end of prayer and fasting. It was about three chances to pray for people met on the road.                                      

I had been to a Burn's night at Ruth's guide hall run by her and the guides. So, prayer, fre-

netic activity and feasting. 

Many thanks for prayer, the sale of my Uncle's house is progressing with an offer we have 

accepted.                                                                                                                                     

Praise God our church winter outreach at a new series called ‘Encounters’ is going well. Or 

was until I missed Liz's first night to speak due to added pressure the night before our trip to 

see Ruth.                                        

Praise God Mum had a good time while we were away with carers and a stream of helpers, 

neighbours, friends and our youngest, Rebecca from Lincoln. 

Praise God I am still surviving this roller coaster (called life). 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A29-31&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-23447a


 

Pray for: 

 

Continued prayer for Den as she recovers from her stroke and support for her husband, Phil. 
 
Also continued prayer for Peter and his family.  He seems in quite good spirits, but it has all been 

very tough.  His daughter was able to take time off work to cope with it but is now back at 
work.  Please pray that she will manage her work and all the other demands on her, including 
dealing with her Mum’s belongings and planning her funeral.  This is a very precious family to 
us, with a very long association/membership of CMA.  Let’s stand with them. 

 
Bristol branch:  as they prepare for their AGM later in February.  Wisdom and sensitivity, and 

open hearts to listen to God’s direction. Also for Alan & Liz as they continue to lead and 
support the branch through this transition period. 

 
Devastating news from Liz’s cousin (technically a second cousin) Brian, in New Zealand. Liz & 

Alan had been hoping to stay with Brian and his wife Carole again when they visit NZ later in 
the year.  However, Liz now knows that Brian is being treated for a brain tumour.  He has had 
an operation which removed much of the tumour but he is now getting headaches again.  X-
rays were carried out a few days ago but we don’t yet know the outcome or prognosis.  Brian 
and Carole are Christians. 

 
Liz’s old friend Ada:  Ada has had, for many years, a neurological condition called Dystonia. 

Having had several brain operations in the past, which have implanted stimulators and 
achieved a dramatic lessening of the debilitating symptoms, Ada is now facing another 
operation.  The stimulators are no longer working, and the worsening symptoms are making 
life almost impossible.  The position of implants means that extracting and replacing could 
potentially cause devastating effects, like impair, or even eradicate her power of speech.  Ada 
is a retired teacher and also has found much solace in membership of a choir, so this would 
make life unbearable.  Ada has found faith in recent years. 

 
Pray for me. I am having issues with anxiety, not helped by losing the trike keys. I don’t have any 

duplicates. Pray that I may find them – soon. Pray that God will restore my wellbeing. 
 
Brian asks,” Pray I may be able to find a steady path at the end with God's guidance.” 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support in praying for the CMA, Locally; 
Nationally; and Globally. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS CAN BE SENT TO COLIN AT ANY TIME.   

EMAIL ON:  

gloscmapray@gmail.com 



You will no doubt be aware that, by law, organisations must obtain permission to store your 

personal data.   

Before the Gloucester branch AGM ( see page 7) we are going to carry out an audit of GDPR 

permissions.  Obviously, in order for us to send you the monthly newsletter and emails informing 

you of prayers requests, events etc  we hold your contact details. A GDPR is usually attached.  

We believe that some folk still haven’t filled out a GDPR form!  Please could you do so by return 

otherwise you may not hear from us again!   That’s something we really don’t want to happen: 

don’t go!!  See printable form attached to the email that you received this Newsletter. 

 

 CMA (UK) – Gloucester Branch Contact Authorization Form 
 

Data Protection Law is Changing 
 

Please act now to enable the CMA (UK) – Gloucester Branch   Charity No 1080911 
to keep sending you newsletters, prayer requests, invitations and event updates via  
mail, e-mail and social media. 
 

● The General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) replaces the Data Protection Act 1998 

and becomes law on 25 May 2018. It aims to strengthen and standardize data protection 

for all individuals and will give people more control over how their personal data is used. 

Please see our policy document for full details – available on request 

● In order to comply, we are seeking explicit opt-in consent from all our members, supporters & contacts to be on 

our Mailing List for information updates. 

● To this end , we are asking you to complete and return the consent form below. 

●*We will keep your personal data secure and not share it with any other organisations. 

● You can withdraw your consent at any time simply by  emailing us at gloscmagdpr@gmail.com 

● In the future, you will receive our information via mail, e-mail & social media 
 

If you forward the email it will allow you to fill in the bits required, and email back to gloscmagdpr@gmail.com 
Could you please insert your name in the Subject bar after the forwarding title – Thank You 
 

Or mail to :- GLOS CMA GDPR Officer 
  258 Innsworth Lane 
  Innsworth 
  Gloucester 
  GL3 1EB 
 

I would like the Gloucester Branch CMA (UK) to keep me informed about its work and other 
future events and activities. 
 
Name_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Email  -_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Mobile Phone No  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date________________________________________________________________ 

 

NOTICE: 

GDPR (GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION) Audit 

mailto:gloscmagdpr@gmail.com


 

 

NEWSLETTER  FEBRUARY 2020 

We would love to end our newsletter with 

something funny! 

Email us a bike-related photo & we’ll include it. 

PLEASE NOTE:   IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WISH TO INCLUDE,  

THE COPY DEADLINE FOR MARCH 2020 NEWSLETTER  :  TUESDAY 25.2.20 

Alan Robertson Branch Chairman   Tel.  07875 563 285  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Liz Robertson  Branch Vice Chairman  Tel.  07815 101 925  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Alexandra Dyer Branch Secretary   Tel.  07985 124 609  Email gloscmasec@gmail.com 

Registered Charity : 1080911 Web Site : www.bike.org.uk/cma 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. ,PO Box 8155 Loughborough, Leics LE11 9AR 

 

 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

(Seen on a facebook page) 

SOMETHING TO MAKE YOU SMILE! 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Every blessing;  From the Editors,  Alan & Liz 

EDITOR’S NOTE :  IN  THE CURRENT  DAMP  WINTER  WEATHER  

PLEASE  TAKE  GREAT  CARE  WHEN  ESTIMATING  THE  DEPTH  OF   

WATER  YOU  WISH  TO  RIDE  THROUGH !! 


